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DETAILED ACTION 

Specification 

1 . The abstract of the disclosure is objected to because "SNMP" is misspelled on 
paragraph [36]. Correction is required. See MPEP § 608.01(b). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1 ) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

3. Claims 1-14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Miyake 
et al., USPN 6,789,090 B1 (hereafter referred to as Miyake). 

4. Regarding claim 1 , Miyake taught a management apparatus for a managing a 
plurality of interconnecting devices which interconnects communication (column 5, lines 
31-40), comprising: 

a command storage unit for storing one or more execution procedures, which 
correspond to a common command to the interconnecting device and process the 
command for the respective interconnecting devices (column 6, lines 29-40); 

an execution unit connecting to said command storage unit for executing the 
command for one of the plurality of interconnecting devices, by fetching the execution 
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procedure corresponding to the command for said one of the interconnecting devices 
from said command storage unit (column 12, lines 31-41), and for communicating with 
said one of the interconnecting devices in accordance with the execution procedure 
(column 12, lines 42-46). 

5. Regarding dependent claim 2, Miyake taught said execution unit establishes 
VLAN to said one of the interconnecting devices by executing the command for said 
one of the interconnecting devices (column 13, lines 44-55, column 17, lines 51-67, 
column 18, lines 17). 

6. Regarding dependent claim 3, Miyake taught said execution unit either creates 
the VLAN to said one of the interconnecting devices or deletes the VLAN from said one 
of the interconnecting devices, by executing the command for said one of the 
interconnecting devices (column 13, lines 44-55, column 17, lines 51-67, column 18, 
lines 17). 

7. Regarding dependent claim 4, Miyake taught said execution unit either adds a 
communication apparatus to the VLAN set to said one of the interconnecting devices or 
deletes a communication apparatus from the VLAN set to said one of the 
interconnecting devices, by executing the command for said one of the interconnecting 
devices (column 13, lines 44-55, column 17, lines 51-67, column 18, lines 17). 

8. Regarding dependent claim 5, Miyake taught further comprising a fetch unit for 
fetching the execution procedure of said one of the interconnecting devices from said 
one of the interconnecting devices, and for storing the fetched execution into said 
command storage unit (column 19, lines 46-54, column 20, lines 20-22). 
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9. Regarding dependent claim 6, Miyake taught wherein said one of the 
interconnecting devices stores the execution procedure in MIB (management 
information base) of SNMP (simple network management protocol), and said fetch unit 
fetches the execution procedure from MIB of said one of the interconnecting devices 
using SNMP (column 19, lines 46-54, column 20, lines 20-22). 

1 0. Regarding dependent claim 7, Miyake taught wherein, the case where the 
execution procedure includes a procedure of fetching an address of an interconnecting 
management apparatus for managing said one of the interconnecting devices (column 

10. lines 41-55), said execution unit fetches the address of the interconnecting 
management apparatus from said one of the interconnecting devices (column 20, lines 
10-15), and said execution unit manages said one of the interconnecting devices 
through the interconnecting management apparatus, according to the execution 
procedure of the command, by communicating with the interconnecting management 
apparatus using the address (column 18, lines 1-18). 

1 1 . The language of claims 8-14 is substantially the same as previously rejected 
claims 1-7. Therefore, claims 8-14 are rejected on the same rationale as previously 
rejected claims 1-7, above. 

Conclusion 

12. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 
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McCloghrie et al. t USPN 6,035,105: taught a network administration workstation 203 
that can create, delete, suspend or resume a VLAN; 

Berlovitch et al., USPN 6,061 ,334: taught a virtual network server (VNS) that assigns 
VLANS, configurations are implemented by assigning ports to VLAN; 
Spring, USPN 6,549,943 B1 : taught a method and apparatus for creating and storing 
information that defines one or more network devices for user with a network 
management system using SNMP and MIBs; 

Vijay P. Kumar et al., EP 0 682 429 A2: SNMP for management network devices; 

Dr V. Rajaravivarma, Virtual Local Area Network Technology and Applications: taught a 

variety of ways to create VLANs; 

B. Gruschke et al., Managing Groups in Dynamic Networks: taught VLANs are groups 
forming distinct logical Local Area Network (LAN) segments (generally at the physical 
and data link layers) on top of a single physical network; and 
Jim Duffy, Cisco to lay VLAN cards on the table: taught Cisco's VLAN Director is a 
management application that picks up configuration discrepancies and reports them to 
switches participating in VLAN establishment via Simple Network Management Protocol 
SET commands. 

1 3. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Patrice Winder whose telephone number is 571-272- 
3935. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday, 10:30 am-7:00 pm. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Rupal Dharia can be reached on 571-272-3880. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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